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Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice. 

 

 

During the Easter Vigil here at St Chad’s Cathedral on Saturday night, with a 

congregation as many as we are today, I received eight adults into full communion 

with the Catholic Church.  They were all young people, some at university here in the 

city, and some seeking refuge in Britain from intolerable political or economic 

situations in their countries of origin.  Four people came forward for Baptism and all 

eight received the sacrament of Confirmation and the Eucharist for the first time as 

Catholics. 

 

These eight young people stand alongside several hundred others from across our 

Archdiocese who have come to know the risen Christ in a personal and life-changing 

way over recent months and who have joined us this Easter.  Their enthusiastic faith 

has led them to seek Baptism and Confirmation and now they have united themselves 

with the Lord and with us as disciples who have been entrusted with his Good News 

for the world. 

 

As we listened again to the Easter Gospel readings we will have noticed that our Lord 

did not choose to reveal his resurrection to huge numbers of people at a time.  Instead 

he chose individual witnesses to whom he showed himself.  Alone, or with just one or 

two companions, they had to see the evidence of his rising, the empty tomb and the 

grave cloths, the young man in the sepulchre who told them that the disciples would 

see Jesus in Galilee – and seeing they came to believe. 

 

Then they saw him for themselves and their eyes were opened to the truth of the 

resurrection as they remembered what he had said.  Faith in Christ’s resurrection 

comes to us through the testimony of others and by the integrity of their lives of faith.  

We need these witnesses for our faith to be awakened and we need to become 

witnesses who are prepared to share our faith so that others can experience the joy of 

believing in the risen Christ. 

 

The eight young people who became Catholics on Saturday are a sign of renewal and 

a reminder of our mission.  Last Tuesday I read a newspaper report about a worldwide 

survey predicting religious trends in the coming decades.  The US-based Pew 

Research Centre suggested that the proportion of the British population identifying 

ourselves as Christian will reduce by almost a third by 2050 to stand at just 45.4 per 

cent, compared with almost two thirds in 2010. 

 

These are predictions based on current trends.  As Catholics we should be cautious in 

re-acting to these predictions.  Regarding the decline in Christian practice these are 

predictions of what might be, not what must be.  We need to take note of this 

information so that we can renew our efforts to live our Christian lives in such a way 

that we become effective evangelizers. 

 



We need the courage and conviction of St Peter, coming from the gift of the Holy 

Spirit within him.  Peter, who had denied our Lord three times out of fear, was 

completely changed by his experience of the risen Lord, encouraging and filling him 

with a new joy, an Easter joy that we share today.  Peter’s preaching met with some 

opposition and disbelief but it also attracted new believers to Christ. We need to be 

prepared for new forms of opposition to the Christian faith that will seek to discredit 

or undermine our contribution to the common good and in the public sphere but also 

to have confidence in the power of its message for others. 

 

Tolerance and inclusivity have become a new mantra that is falsely set up in 

opposition to the message of Jesus Christ and the teaching of his Church.  The new 

life of his resurrection is in truth offered to everybody and it is characterized by a 

willingness to go out and serve our brothers and sisters.  The many services freely 

offered by Christians across this city, especially to those who are most in need, are 

offered to all, irrespective of background, culture or creed, and they offer a powerful 

witness to the resurrection. 

 

I am confident in referring to the work of Anawim in Balsall Heath among women 

who might otherwise be further caught up in the criminal justice system.  

Brushstrokes in Smethwick seeks to alleviate some of the anxieties of individuals and 

families who have come as migrants to the Midlands.  St Chad’s Sanctuary just 

behind the Cathedral is working with refugees and asylum seekers, restoring their 

sense of dignity and the enabling people to develop their many talents for the good of 

the society where they long to make their home.   

 

New Heights in Kingstanding is making good use of the Church’s property together 

with the time and energy of many parish volunteers to make a difference to the quality 

of life and the job prospects of many local young people.  In Wolverhampton the 

Hope Project is working with local families to provide a much-needed drop-in centre 

offering support and advice. 

 

Christians have been used to making such services readily available and their 

motivation is the love of Christ and recognition of the value of every human life.  The 

climate of opinion can change suddenly and we are hearing more voices raised in 

opposition to Christian involvement in the provision of services and our participation 

in public life. 

 

Next month there will be an opportunity to witness to our belief in the God-given 

dignity of every human life.  The annual March for Life begins here at the Cathedral 

on Saturday 16th May.  After a time of prayer and reflection there will be a walk of 

witness through the streets of the city.  We want to remind our fellow citizens that a 

society that regards life as disposable from the very beginning will also find it hard to 

recognize the intrinsic worth and dignity of any human being.   

 

If we become hardened to abortion we will have little tenderness of heart towards the 

refugee or the homeless, the sick or the elderly – we will also be indifferent about the 

wonderful projects and initiatives such as Brushstrokes and New Heights that respect 

the dignity of our neighbours.  I invite you to make a stand for life by joining the 

March for Life, made more precious still by the resurrection of Christ.     

 



At the same time we remember today those who have suffered for having been 

faithful in their witness to Christ.  There has been a noticeable reluctance in our media 

reporting to recognize the growing persecution of Christians around the world.  We 

must not allow the martyrdom of the twenty-one Ethiopian Christians in Libya to be 

forgotten, nor the immense suffering experienced by so many of the ancient churches 

of the Middle East.  Pope Francis and Archbishop Justin Welby have urged us to 

remember the witness of the many Christian students who were deliberately separated 

from their ono-Christian friends and killed in Garissa University in Kenya. 

 

The strength and joy that we draw form Christ’s resurrection enable us to face the 

world not with fear but with the insuperable power of God’s love.  The Holy Father 

has again offered us encouragement in his Easter Blessing to the City and to the 

World Urbi et Orbi:    

 

The world proposes that we put ourselves forward at all costs, that we compete, that 

we prevail…But Christians, by the grace of Christ, dead and risen, are the seeds of 

another humanity, in which we seek to live in service to one another, not to be 

arrogant, but rather respectful and ready to help.  This is not weakness, but true 

strength!  Those who bear within them God’s power, his love and his justice, do not 

need to employ violence; they speak and act with the power of truth, beauty and love. 

 

Love has triumphed over hatred, life has conquered death, light has dispelled the 

darkness!  

 

May the blessing of the risen Christ be with you and your families today and 

throughout this joyful Eastertide! 


