
      The coat-of-arms is surrounded by an archbishop’s hat with its many tassels. 

      The right-hand side of the coat-of-arms is made up of features which Archbishop Bernard has chosen himself.  
There is a beehive, because the bee is a symbol of Archbishop Bernard’s patron saint – St Bernard of          
Clarivaux.  St Bernard was a monk who was born in France in 1090.  He was such a good preacher and writer 
that people said his words were as sweet as honey.  The bee is also part of the coat-of-arms of Manchester, 
where Archbishop Bernard was born.  Manchester was a great centre of industry in the nineteenth century 
and the ‘busy bee’ was chosen as a symbol of the hard work of the people of that city.  Bees also work        
together for the good of all the bees in the hive, so for this reason the beehive reminds Archbishop Bernard of 
unity within the Church.  

      Above the beehive are three blue fleurs de lys.  The fleur de lys is a kind of lily and it is a symbol of Our Lady.  It 
is a reference to another of Archbishop Bernard’s patrons, Blessed Dominic of the Mother of God.  Blessed 
Dominic Barberi was an Italian priest who received Blessed John Henry Newman into the Catholic Church.          

      The left-hand side of the coat-of-arms is used by all Archbishops of Birmingham and does not change when a 
new Archbishop is appointed.  At the top is the cross of St Chad.  Underneath is the pallium; a special woollen 
band, given to him by the Pope, which the Archbishop of Birmingham wears around his neck.  The pallium is 
given to our Archbishop because he is a particularly important kind of archbishop; called a Metropolitan.     

      Underneath the coat-of-arms is Archbishop Bernard’s motto in Latin – Ut Unum Sint.  This means ‘May they be 
one’ and is taken from Our Lord’s prayer that his disciples would be united (Jn 17:11).  Archbishop Bernard 
chose it to emphasise the importance of unity within the Catholic Church and amongst all Christians.                                                                                                                           
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