
                          Metropolitan Cathedral & Basilica of  St Chad 
           St Chad’s Queensway, Birmingham,  

              B4 6EU 
 
 
 

 

 

                  Tel: Cathedral House 0121 236 2251 or 0121 236 5535  Fax: 0121 230 6281  
                            e-mail: reception@rc-birmingham.org  Website: www.stchadscathedral.org.uk          
       

Canon Gerry Breen (Administrator & Dean) Tel: 0121 230 6209 
e-mail: canonbreen@rc-birmingham.org & gerrybreen@btinternet.com  

Fr. Gerry Lennon (Chaplain to the Children’s Hospital) & Fr. Christopher Marshall 
Fr Jeremy Howard (Chaplain to the French Speaking Community). Contact at Cathedral House as above 

Sister Thérèse O’Brien (Pastoral Assistant) 07985 149141 & Sister Florence Njoku - 0121 679 5376  
 

Andrew De Valliere (Site Manager) Tel: 0121 230 6205 e-mail: andrew@rc-birmingham.org  
Trish Brookes (Secretary) 0121 230 6211 e-mail: trishbrookes@rc-birmingham.org  

Margaret Regan (Finance) 0121 230 6208 e-mail: margaret.regan@rc-birmingham.org  
Karleen Lowes (School Visits Coordinator) 0121 230 6215 e-mail: karleen.lowes@rc-birmingham.org   

Catholic Student Societies:www.cathchaps.co.uk 
Director of Music: Professor David Saint    Assistant Director of Music: Nigel Morris  

Tel 0121 230 6247   e-mail:  david.saint@rc-birmingham.org   
Junior Choir Outreach: stchadschoraloutreach@rc-birmingham.org 

Mrs. Margaret Harrold (Parish Safeguarding Representative) Tel: 07798 837684 
Lourdes Pilgrimage Office: 0121 236 4585 

Sister Margaret Walsh (St. Chad’s Sanctuary Mon.-Fri. 10.30am-3.00pm) Tel: 0121 233 3127 
Cathedral Bookshop (Society of St Paul) Lorenzo Torri (Manager) 0121 236 6336 

St. Chad’s Catholic Primary School: Matthew Tehan ( Head teacher) 0121 464 6554 
 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

27th November 2016 
 
 
 

Divine Office: Psalter Week 1                First Sunday of Advent (Year A) 
 

Entrance Antiphon:   To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.  In you, I have trusted; let me not be 
put to shame.  Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in 
you be put to shame. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:    I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving 
help. Alleluia! 

  
Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his bounty, And our earth shall yield its increase. 
 
            
 

 

                                                                                     
Newsletter available online – http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/newsletters.asp



Mass Times: 19th November – 27th November 2016 
 

Sat 26  Feria in Ordinary Time 
10.00am Margaret Mary Gill 
 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

Vigil for 1st Sunday of Advent 
  4.30pm Don Smith 
         

Sun 27  First Sunday of Advent 
  9.00am David Lonsdale 
11.00am People of the parish 
 

Mon 28 Advent Feria 
12.15pm Harry Glanvill RIP 
 

Tue 29  Advent Feria 
12.15pm Joe Dineen RIP 
   

Wed 30 Feast of St Andrew 
12.15pm Julie Casey 
 

The Month of December 
Thu 1  Feast of St Edmund Campion 
12.15pm  Morgan Hehir RIP 
  2.00pm  Maryvale Graduation Ceremony  
      

Fri 2  Advent Feria 
  9.15am Mass in St Chad’s School 
12.15pm          Patrick Joseph Coffey RIP 
                    

Sat 3  St Francis Xavier 
10.00am Elise Ewers RIP 
  1.00pm          The baptism of Xavier Joseph Dolman  
              Askey 
 

Vigil for 2 nd Sunday of Advent 
4.30pm People of the parish 
         

Sun 4              Second Sunday of Advent 
  9.00am Eileen Boodhum (ill) 
11.00am Private Intention 
12.30pm         The baptism of Maeve Charlotte  
              Palmi 
 
 
PLEASE DO NOT leave any personal property 
unattended, even when going to receive Holy 
Communion. Also, please switch off your mobile 
phone unless you are on-call. Thank you. 

 
CCTV IN OPERATION FOR YOUR  

SAFETY & SECURITY 
                                 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions) are 
available after the 12.15pm Mass during the week, 
Monday to Friday, and following the 4.30pm Vigil 
Mass on Saturday afternoon. Also, there is an 
opportunity for Confession after the 10.00am Mass 
on Saturday during Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Please check newsletter for changes. 
 

Enquiries for the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, 
Confirmation and Marriage; and anyone interested in 
Adult Instruction please contact Canon Gerry Breen. 
 

Cathedral Site Statistics 
13th November – 19th November 2016 

Hours we were open   :      110 
Liturgies & Meetings  :      157 
Number of Visitors     :     3650 
 

Cathedral Collections Last Week 
Main              Gift Aid      Restoration Fund 
£874.93           £216.50       £355.82 
 

The Second Collection next week will be for the 
Poor Parishes in the Diocese.  
 

Cathedral Flowers: We are now taking floral 
tribute requests for 2017.  Please see the list at the 
back of the Cathedral.  Thank you. 
 
Walk With Me For Advent:  Books and Calendars 
are now available. These are great companions for 
Advent, especially for the housebound. We have 
limited copies. Please place your donations in the 
wall box marked Books. 
 

Wednesday Word Plus+ A great resource for prayer 
and preparation for the Sunday scriptures. Why not 
make a special effort to use this FREE resource. 
Available at the back of the Cathedral. 
 

Journey in Faith: for non-Catholic adults, or adults 
wishing to be Confirmed. An opportunity to learn 
more about the Catholic Faith. Meeting in Cathedral 
House. Anyone interested please contact Canon 
Gerry. Next Meeting will be announced shortly. 
 

Wills & Bequests Our Cathedral has benefitted 
greatly in the past from the thoughtfulness of 
parishioners who have remembered the Cathedral in 
their Wills. Some have funded particular projects in 
Memoriam of loved ones. God bless you for your 
kindness. 
 

Gift Aid  can be taken out at any time of the year. 
Thank you to everyone registered as it is a valuable 
source of additional income to the Cathedral at no 
extra cost to the parishioners. Anyone currently 
registered who changes their address please would 
you ensure that you amend your address with us so 
we can continue to claim Gift Aid on your behalf. 
Please contact Margaret Regan at Cathedral House 
0121 230 6208 or margaret.regan@rc-
birmingham.org for details on Gift Aid and other 
finance matters. 
 
 

Please Note: The Organ Recital scheduled for 
Thursday 1st December is cancelled due to the 
Maryvale Graduation Ceremony being held in the 
Cathedral. 
 



A word of welcome: to our visitors who represent 
the various groups and societies who meet here on a 
regular basis. In addition, we welcome St Thomas of 
Canterbury Primary School, Walsall and we also 
welcome the graduates of Maryvale Institute. 
If you are new to the parish, please introduce yourself 
to one of the priests. If you have wandered into our 
cathedral for the first time to simply look around or 
spend time in quiet prayer you are most welcome. If 
we can be of any assistance, please speak to one of 
our cathedral staff or call at Reception. 
 

A word of Farewell: there was a sense of sadness as 
the Archbishop symbolically closed our Door of 
Mercy during the Civic Mass last Sunday, and when 
we dismantled the ‘signs and symbols’ of our 
Cathedral Pilgrimage of Mercy. The Year of Mercy 
proved to be a remarkable time of grace and renewal 
that reached far beyond the Catholic faithful. It 
wasn’t only at St Chad’s that we witnessed a renewed 
appreciation of the Sacrament of Mercy (Confession) 
with many returning after long periods of absence. 
Literally, hundreds of people from our parishes and 
other groups, from home and abroad, came on 
pilgrimage. The Year of Mercy saw our Cathedral 
visitors exceed to more than 360,000! (We are 
indebted to our staff and volunteers, in particular our 
Cathedral Guides and the Knights of St Columba, for 
their courtesy and hospitality to all of our visitors.). 
 

A word of Fare forward: the closing of the Year of 
Mercy, like the closing of any calendar year, takes us 
from the old to the new as a people changed by our 
experiences and encounters of the previous year. 
This holds true for our journey of faith as we leave 
behind the Year of Mercy and enter the new liturgical 
year, heralded by this Season of Advent. As we move 
ever forward, may the ‘signs and symbols’ of this 
joyful season enable us to continue our journey ‘in 
the light of the Lord that we may walk in his ways.’ 
 

‘The Lord has done great things for me!’ this line 
from the Magnificat is the Pastoral Theme for the 
Shrine of Lourdes for 2017. A wonderful follow on 
to the Year of Mercy, inviting us to reflect on what 
the Lord has done for us. Pope Benedict refers to this 
Song of Mary as the ‘Magnificat of Hope’. Perhaps 
you could add this to your daily prayers during 
Advent? (Cards are available should you need one.) 
 

The Season of Advent: once more we enter this 
beautiful time in the Church’s calendar. You will 
notice in the Cathedral the colour purple, a royal 
colour as we await the coming of the King. We do 
not use flowers in Advent, but our focus is the 
Advent Wreath next to the lectern to illuminate the 
word of God proclaimed from Holy Scripture which  
leads us through this season to the Light of the Christ 
Child. The circular wreath symbolises eternity and 
eternal life; its evergreen foliage signifies enduring 

life reminding us of the persistence of life in the 
midst of winter and the darkness that would seek to 
overcome us. Each week of Advent we light an 
additional candle on the wreath as Christmas draws 
ever near. The Jesse Tree, an ancient Christian 
symbol, represents the Family Tree of Jesus 
‘springing from the root of Jesse’ decorated with 
symbols of Old Testament people who looked 
forward in hope to the coming of the Messiah. 
Throughout Advent the children of the parish will 
decorate our tree (which is somewhat bigger than 
usual!). These rich symbols along with our Scripture, 
the Walk with Me Booklets and Calendars will guide 
and help us to encounter and deepen our relationship 
with the person of Christ that we may truly celebrate 
his birth at Christmas. 
 
 
 

Prayer Intentions 
Overtime, the Prayer List has become out of date. If 
you would like someone included, please let us know; 
and please keep us informed if their circumstances 
change. Thank you. 
 
 
Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for November –  
Universal: Countries Receiving Refugees: That the 
countries which take in a great number of displaced 
persons and refugees may find support for their 
efforts which slow solidarity. 
Evangelization: Collaboration of Priests and Laity: 
That within parishes, priests and lay people may 
collaborate in service to the community without 
giving in to the temptation of discouragement.  
Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for December -  
Universal: End to Child-Soldiers: That the scandal 
of child-soldiers may be eliminated the world over. 
Evangelization: Europe: That the peoples of Europe 
may rediscover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the 
Gospel which gives joy and hope to life. 

 
 
 
 

For the Sick: Mgr. Paul Watson; Canon Peter 
Gilsenan; Frs.: Bernard Gallagher SJ, Paul Devaney, 
Andrew McCann, Geoff Hargreaves, Tony Haycock, 
Pat Farrelly, Paul Chavasse C.O., David Mellor, Ivor 
Morris, David Condron, Peter Blundell & Deacons: 
David McCarroll & Tony Janew. Pray also for: 
Bridie D’Arcy, Robin Weeks, Billy Reid, Jane 
Goodyear, Martin Garvey, Barbara Donnellan, 
Alwen Griffiths, Elizabeth Wang, Manus Ferry, 
Eileen Boodhum, Helen Ahern, Michael Henry 
King, Pat Goggins and Teresa Gillern. 
 

For those who have died recently: Michael 
O’Connor, Bridie Farrell and Tommy Hughes. 
 



For those whose anniversaries occur about this 
time: Archbishop Joseph Masterson and Edward 
Ilsley. Canon Augustine Emery. Frs: Edward Neary, 
Joseph du Moulin Browne CO, Reginald Anwyl, 
Norman Millard and Peter Rogers, Also: Angela 
Pearson, Teresa Curtain and James Madden. Eternal 
Rest grant unto them O, Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. Amen. 
 
 

Mass at Midnight: we are delighted to announce 
that our Mass at Midnight this coming Christmas Eve 
is to be televised by the BBC. More information later. 
 
 

St. Chad’s Cathedral Carol Service on Sunday 
18th December at 5.00pm, followed by mulled wine 
and mince pies in the Grimshaw Room. All are 
welcome, NO CHARGE. Please come along and 
listen to our magnificent Cathedral Singers under the 
direction of Professor David Saint sing a variety of 
Christmas songs and carols interspersed with reading 
from the Scriptures. 
 
 

St Chad’s Junior Choir has grown out of our 
Choral Outreach Programme Normal rehearsals 
have resumed with practice on Thursday evenings 
during term time from 5.00pm-6.30pm. For more 
information please contact David and Alexandra 
Wynne at choraloutreach@rc-birmingham.org. 
 
 

Messe en Français for the West Midlands French 
speaking community. Every first Sunday of the month at 
2.30pm. The next French Mass will be on Sunday 4th 
December. 
 
 

Marriage Preparation Courses: are available this 
year. For details visit www.marriagecare.org.uk 
 
 
The Cathedral Book Shop will open on Sunday 
mornings after the 9.00am Mass till around 1.00pm during 
this Advent Season. This will allow parishioners who 
attend on Sunday mornings the opportunity to buy 
Catholic newspapers, books, piety and religious gifts. 
Please support this initiative. 
 
 

Christmas Music from St Chad’s Cathedral: a  
C.D. of traditional Christmas music featuring our own 
choir recorded at St Chad’s in collaboration with Aid to 
the Church in Need, with ALL profits going to support 
their missionary work. The C.D. costs £11.50 (you may 
give more if you wish?) and is available from the 
Cathedral Reception and Sacristy, as well as from St 
Paul’s Bookshop.  
 

 

Meet & Greet every first Sunday of the month 
following the 11.00am Mass. The next Meet & Greet 
is on Sunday 4th December 2016 in the Grimshaw 
Room. 
 

Cathedral Renovations Projects: The Angelus Bell 
is being repaired so that it will once again call people 
to prayer. This will cost about £800. Thank you to the 
anonymous donor for paying for this.One set of doors 
in the Narthex have been rehung with new hinges.  
The others will be done in turn.  We have an 
additional Holy Water Stoop in the main entrance.  
The pew kneelers are being repaired throughout the 
cathedral (nuts, bolts & rubber studs – not the fabric.)  
A new Public Address system has been installed at 
the cost of £15,000 +VAT. The lightbulbs that have  
gone have also been replaced (scaffolding again!).  
We continue to work our way through the 
refurbishment of candlesticks. It is only through your 
generosity that we can effect these repairs.  Our 
heartfelt thanks! 
 
 

The Stations of the Cross used to be framed. The 
10th, 11th.& 12th Stations have temporary surrounds 
to help us re-design a new set for the cathedral. We 
are grateful for the support we have received for this 
project. We hope to commission the new frames very 
soon. We shall keep you informed. 
 
Pillar Night @ St Chad’s Cathedral – a Soli youth 
night of music and fun! If you are in Secondary 
school and love music then this event is for you.  Join 
the Soli team for a night of fun, uplifting music, 
inspiring talks, prayer and food HERE IN YOUR 
PARISH! We start with a time of games and then 
move into some praise and worship. From 7-9pm on 
Monday 5th December. Parishioners are more than 
welcome to attend this event from 7.30pm and join 
in from praise and worship onwards. 

Raffle Tickets: in support of Downs Syndrome 
Charities. A young parishioner who is a French 
speaking pupil from St Thomas Aquinas school will 
be selling tickets after each Mass for this worthy 
cause. His name is Akil. Thank you to those who 
have already supported him.  
 

Cathedral Car Park: Please note: for reasons of 
security, all access to the Cathedral Site and Car Park 
will be secured once the Cathedral is closed and 
Meetings have finished. Any un-authorised vehicles 
will be locked in until the car park opens again. Cars 
are parked at owner’s risk. The Cathedral accepts no 
responsibility for loss or damage to any vehicle or 
persons. Please visit our website for additional 
information. 
 



Catholic Women’s League of England and Wales:     
Full and up to date information about                                         
the Catholic Women’s League, can be found at 
www.catholicwomensleague.org  
 
Lithuanian Community Mass at St. Anne’s Alcester 
Street at 3.00pm on Sunday 18th December. 
 

The Newman Association Meetings. Meet at the 
Catholic Chaplaincy, Edgbaston, B15.  7.30 – 8.30pm 

Wednesday 7th December Seminar/discussion led by 
Mgr. Pat Kilgarriff. 
 
Alpha in a Catholic Context Leaders Training Days 
2016-2017:  Saturday 18th February – Grimshaw 
Room, (Cathedral), St Chad’s Queensway, Birmingham, 
B4 6EU.  Each Course runs 10.30am -3.30pm. 
To reserve a place call: 01213608118 (ext.166) or email: 
fieldevang@maryvale.ac.uk 
 

National 2017 Centennial Celebratory 8 day Fatima 
Pilgrimage. 10th – 17th July 2017.  £725 
For further information and booking forms, please contact 
Mrs Brigid McKenna on 0121 429 4145 
 

Second Saturday Catholic Conventions:  Held 
every 2nd Saturday of the month from 8am – 4pm at 
Bethel Convention Centre.  
For details visit www.sehion.net 
 
VIP PARTY AT ST EDMUND CAMPION 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL  ON THE AFTERNOON OF 
TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2016.  Invitations are open 
to very important pensioners who would like to attend our 
annual Christmas luncheon and entertainment event.  If 
you would like to attend please contact Mrs Trinder/Mrs 
Turner on 0121 675 6331 to reserve a place by 2 
December 2016. 
 
Maryvale Institute 
"Pope Francis: A New Challenge for Everyone"  
delivered by: Rt. Rev. John Arnold  Bishop of 
Salford  Wednesday 30th November 2016 at 7.30 pm  
At: Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham 
B44 9AG. For further information: telephone: 0121 
360 8118 or    email: enquiries@maryvale.ac.uk  
 


