
Public Mass resumes at St Chad’s Cathedral from Saturday 4th July 2020 

 
Following all of the guidelines from the government, the Bishops’ Conference of England and 

Wales and the Archdiocese of Birmingham, St Chad’s Cathedral will open for public Mass 

again from Saturday 4th July 2020 – upholding the highest standards of public health and 

safety. 

 

The programme for public Masses will be: 

 

Saturday     12 noon  &  2.00pm (both of these will be Masses of Sunday) 

Sunday      10am   &   12 noon 

These times have been chosen to enable people to reach the Cathedral on public 

transport, and so that people can come safely always in the hours of daylight. 

 

The Cathedral will be open half an hour before each weekend Mass and will close soon 

after the conclusion of Mass. 

 

Tuesday 12.15pm (Cathedral open from 11.30am to 1.30pm) 

Wednesday 12.15pm (Cathedral open from 11.30am to 1.30pm) 

Thursday 12.15pm (Cathedral open from 11.30am to 1.30pm) 

 
The Bishops of England and Wales wish to make it clear that there remains no obligation for 

your attendance at Mass on Sunday. Therefore, you are most welcome at Mass on any day of 

the week. 

This being the case, you are asked to attend no more than one public Mass at the weekend, 

to allow for anybody who wishes to attend Mass to do so, with our reduced capacity. 

 

We shall not operate any booking system. Please come to Mass if you wish to and feel safe 

to. We apologise in advance if you come to the Cathedral and we have already reached 

capacity. However, we hope that the number of Masses across the week will enable anybody 

who wishes to come, to be present at least once a week as everybody who wishes can hope 

to make a safe return to the celebration of Mass. 

 

There will be a strict programme of cleaning the Cathedral in between Masses during which 

the Cathedral will be closed. 

To facilitate this programme of public Masses and cleaning of the Cathedral, and recognising 

the need for our staff to have rest days, the Cathedral will remain closed on Monday and 

Friday. 

 

The guidance given by our Bishops is that as we cannot give Holy Communion at a distance of 

2 metres, we must more appropriately observe a social distance of ‘one metre plus’. 

 



The Cathedral Mass times which will continue to be live-streamed are as follows: 

 

All of the public Masses at the above times, as well as: 

Monday and Friday Mass at 12.15pm  

Saturday Mass at 10.00am 

 

All those coming to public Mass must wear some form of face covering which you bring 

yourself.  

 

At present, we must inform you that the following conditions remain in place at the 

Cathedral: 
 

No toilet facilities 

No Confessions* 

No lighting of votive candles* 

No distribution of Holy Water at doors or for home 

No signing of Mass cards 

No gathering for conversation before or after Mass 
 

An * indicates that these are conditions applicable at the Cathedral. They may vary from 

place to place. 
 

You are asked to cooperate fully with the staff and stewards who will show you to a 

designated seat in the Cathedral.  
 

The capacity for seating in this new arrangement in the Cathedral is 50 individual seats. 
 

The safety of those who come as well as the safety of our staff is our highest priority at this 

time. 
 

 

To reduce risk as much as possible, we respectfully ask that the following do not exercise their 

lay ministries for the time being, but come to attend Mass in the congregation: readers, 

extraordinary ministers of holy communion, altar servers. 
 

Please do not come to the Cathedral if you present any symptoms of the coronavirus or are 

living in a house with anybody who present symptoms. 
 

Every person entering the Cathedral will be asked to take personal responsibility for 

respecting social distancing and the wellbeing of others as well as themselves. 
 

We continue to pray for the health of our Cathedral congregation and the health of the people 

of our Archdiocese. Let us continue to pray for each other. 

 

For any enquiries about any of the above information, please contact: 

dean@rc-birmingham.org  

0121 230 6209   May God bless you. 

mailto:dean@rc-birmingham.org

