
The Month of July 2020 

In the Year of the Word 
 

Pope’s Prayer intention for July 2020 

We pray that today’s families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Scripture Readings of Sundays of July, Year A 

Having celebrated the many feasts and solemnities of the month of June, the 

proclamation of St Matthew’s Gospel (the Gospel of Year A) in July is the guiding 

factor in the Scriptures of Sunday Mass during the month of July. 

 

It is good to note that the structure of the Sunday Scriptures is: 

 

The Gospel Reading – from St Matthew from week to week – the most important 

text from which to prepare liturgy and music. 

 

Then we can look at the First Reading. This reading will most likely have a link 

with the Gospel because that is the reason for its choice on a given Sunday. The 

link is important, because you will notice that there is no connection at all 

between the First Reading from one week to another. Its connection is with the 

specific Gospel on that Sunday. 

 

The Responsorial Psalm generally reflects something of the sentiments of the 

First Reading. 

 

The Second Reading on Sunday is not chosen to link with the Gospel or the First 

Reading. It is not impossible that there could be links, but the Second Readings 

on the Sundays of July are all from St Paul to the Romans. So, over a period of 

time, the Second Reading on Sundays of Ordinary Time will be from a chosen 

book of the Bible. 

The pattern of Second Readings during Year A is as follows: 

Sunday Weeks 2-8 (1 Corinthians); 

Sunday Weeks 9-24 (Romans); 

Sunday Weeks 25-28 (Philippians); 

Sunday Weeks 29-33) (1 Thessalonians) 

 

 

The weekday Scriptures of July, Cycle 2 

 

The Scripture readings at weekday Mass during July 2020 will all be from 

Prophets: Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah and Jeremiah. 

The Gospel reading for these weeks is St Matthew. 
  



Sunday 5th July 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
 

Zechariah 9:9-10 See now, your king comes humbly to you 

Psalm 144  I will bless your name for ever, O God my King 

Romans 8:9, 11-13 If by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the body, you will live 

Matthew 11:25-30 I am gentle and humble of heart 

 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion! Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem 

 

Humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey 

 

He will proclaim peace for the nations. 

 

I will bless you day after day and praise your name for ever. 

 

The Lord is faithful in all his words and loving in all his deeds 

 

 

 
The phrase of Jesus in today’s Gospel:  

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me  

is illustrated here as to share a yoke with another is share the burden to be carried 

 

 

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual,  

since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. 

 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. 

 

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me 

My yoke is easy and my burden light  



Sunday 12th July 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 

Sea Sunday - www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk   
 

 

Isaiah 55:10-11 The rain make the earth give growth 

Psalm 64  Some seed fell into the rich soil and produced its crop 

Romans 8:18-23 The whole creating is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons 

Matthew 13: 1-23 A sower went out to sow 
 

Phrases to look out for: 
 

 

 

As the rain and snow come down from the heavens…so the word that goes from my mouth 

does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent 

to do. 

You care for the earth, give it water, you fill it with riches. 

You crown the year with your goodness. Abundance flows in your steps. 

 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet revealed, 

which is waiting for us. 

 

Some seed fell on the edge of the path…others fell on patches of rock…others fell among 

thorns. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop. 

The one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the words and understands it.  

http://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk/


Sunday 19th July 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 

 
Celebrating the work of the Catholic Fellowship  

in the Archdiocese of Birmingham 

providing spiritual and practical support and care for people with physical 

sensory and learning difficulties 
(For more information, please contact Fr Simon Baker, Diocesan Chaplain  

or Mrs Cath Kennedy, Diocesan Secretary c/o Mount Carmel Parish, Redditch) 

 

 

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19  After sin you will grant repentance 

Psalm 85   O Lord, you are good and forgiving 

Romans 8:26-27  The Spirit expresses our plea  

in a way that could never be put into words 

Matthew 13:24-43  Let them both grow till the harvest 

 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything. Your justice has its source in 

strength.  

 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed…becomes a tree so that the birds of the air 

come and shelter in its branches. 

 

 

 



Sunday 26th July  

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 

 

Celebrating Youth Ministry  

and the Lives of Young People in the Archdiocese of Birmingham 

Kenelm Youth Trust: Alton / Soli / BCYS / Chaplaincy 

www.kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk  
 

 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 You have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself 

Psalm 118  Lord how I love your law! 

Romans 8:28-30 God intended us to become true images of his Son. 

Matthew 13:44-52 He sells everything he owns and buys the field 
 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

 

 
 

Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and evil. 

I give you a heart wise and shrewd 

 

The law from your mouth means more to me than silver and gold. 

Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore I obey it. 

 

He called those he intended; those he called he justified, and with those he justified he 

shared his glory. 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls…. 

like a dragnet cast into the sea 
  

http://www.kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk/


Major Feasts of the Month of July 
 

Friday 3rd July – St Thomas, Apostle 

 

Saturday 11th July – St Benedict, Abbot, Patron of Europe 

 

 
 

Wednesday 22nd July – St Mary Magdalene 

 

Thursday 23rd July – St Bridget of Sweden, Patron of Europe 

 

 
 

Saturday 25th July – St James, Apostle 

  



Prayer for students, staff and families  

as the Summer Break begins 

 

 
 

Father and Creator, 

author of the story of our lives, 

the one who directs our steps and plans the journey ahead, 

we stand before you 

and ask you to remain close to us during this Summer. 

 

We have experienced so much during the Springtime of 2020, 

the unexpected, the painful and frustrating,  

but also moments of grace, of comfort and of joy. 

 

Be with each one of us as we mark the end of this chapter  

and look forward to the next. 

 

Bless us with vision, with hope, with a knowledge that you never abandon us 

for we are your children, created in love and shaped by you. 

As you have begun the good work in us, bring it to fulfilment. Amen. 


