The Month of September 2020
Celebrating The God Who Speaks

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for September:
Respect for the Planet’s Resources
We pray that the planet’s resources will not be plundered,
but shared in a just and respectful manner

1st September – 4th October is the
Season of Creation
(www.seasonofcreation.org)
www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/environment
https://www.columban.org.au/media-and-publications/educationalresources/a-catholic-season-of-creation-sundays-of-september-year-a

23rd Sunday of the Year (A)

Sunday 6th September 2020

Love is the one thing that cannot hurt your neighbour;
that is why it is the answer to every one of the commandments
Ezekiel 33:7-9
Psalm 94
Romans 13:8-10
Matthew 18-15-20

Phrases to look out for:
Son of Man, I have appointed you as sentry to the House of Israel.
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord, hail the rock who saves us.
He is our God, and we, the people who belong to his pasture.
O that today you would listen to his voice: harden not your hearts.
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love.
Love is the one thing that cannot hurt your neighbour:
It is the answer to every one of the commandments.
Where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.

Sunday 13th September 2020
24th Sunday of the Year (A)
Education Sunday
www.bdes.org.uk
www.catholiceducation.org.uk

The Lord is compassion and love
Ecclesiasticus 27:3 - 28:7
Psalm 102
Romans 14:7-9
Matthew 18:21-35
Phrases to look out for:
Forgive your neighbour the hurt that he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.
He does not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to our faults.
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others.
Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me?
As often as seven times?
Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.

Sunday 20th September 2020
25th Sunday of the Year (A)
Home Mission Sunday
www.cbcew.org.uk/category/home-mission/home-mission-sunday

You go and work in my vineyard too.
Isaiah 55:6-9
Psalm 144
Philippians 1:20-24, 27
Matthew 20:1-16
Phrases to look out for:
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call to him while he is still near.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways.
The Lord is close to all who call him.
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.
He is close to all who call him, who call on him from their hearts.
I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone and be with Christ, but for me to stay alive in
this body is a more urgent need for your sake.
Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ.
Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I am generous?

Sunday 27th September 2020
26th Sunday of the Year (A)
Day of Prayer in Thanksgiving for the Harvest www.cafod.org.uk
This weekend, we shall focus on the work of the Society of St Vincent de Paul
especially in our Archdiocese
www.svp.org.uk

His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God
But emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave
Ezekiel 18:25-28
Psalm 24
Philippians 2:1-11
Matthew 21:28-32
Phrases to look out for:
When the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest, he deserves to live.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my Saviour.
Always consider the other person to be better than yourself.
Tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the Kingdom of God before you.

Days of Special Liturgical Significance during September 2020
Tuesday 1st

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation

Thursday 3rd

Feast of St Gregory the Great

Tuesday 8th

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Monday 14th

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Tuesday 15th

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

Wednesday 16th

Memorial of Ss Cornelius & Cyprian

Monday 21st

Feast of St Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist

Wednesday 23rd

Memorial of St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)

Thursday 24th

Memorial of Our Lady of Walsingham

Tuesday 29th

Feast of Ss Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels

Wednesday 30th

Memorial of St Jerome

The Sacrament of Holy Orders:
Ordination to the Priesthood
This September, we celebrate the Ordination to the Priesthood, by Archbishop
Bernard Longley, for service in the Archdiocese of Birmingham, of 4 candidates:
Saturday 12th September at 12 noon
Deacons Clive Dytor and Alexander Taylor
Sunday 20th September at 3pm
Deacons Sean Gough and Benedict Skipper
Both Masses will be live streamed and you are invited to witness the action of
God in the lives of these candidates and in the life of the Church

May they be faithful in working with the Order of Bishops
so that the words of the Gospel may reach the ends of the earth
and the family of nations, made one in Christ, may become God’s one, holy people.
At the beginning of a new academic year…
Holy Spirit,
Come down in abundance
on all those who begin this new academic year:
Children and Young People in our Schools
Staff, Parents and Governors;
On those preparing to leave home for College and University:
and for all those who will be responsible for their wellbeing;
On families who will experience during these days
nervousness and anxiety as well as hope and pride
in those whose lives they have nurtured thus far.
Fill us with your love and consolation.
Come, Spirit, Come! Amen!

The God Who Speaks
The Patterns of Scripture during September 2020
Sunday Readings
The Sundays of Year A continue with the Gospel of St Matthew throughout
September and for the rest of this Church year until the Feast of Christ the King
when we shall then prepare to begin a new Church Year (B) of St Mark’s Gospel.
The Second Readings on Sundays: for the first two Sundays of September, we
continue to listen to St Paul to the Romans, and then move on to a number of
weeks of St Paul to the Philippians.

Weekday Readings
The Gospel readings on weekdays have now moved to a semi-continuous
reading of St Luke’s Gospel. The weekday cycle of readings is as follows:
A two-year Cycle (1 and 2, as opposed to the Sunday cycle A, B and C) and if you
ever want to work out whether we are in Year 1 or Year 2, it is generally Cycle 1
in calendar years of an odd number and Cycle 2 in calendar years of an even
number.
The Gospel cycle is the same, whether in Year 1 or Year 2. The year is divided up
into 3 sections and from the beginning of Ordinary Time in January the running
order is: Mark – Matthew - Luke. So in this last part of the Church’s Year, we
always listen to St Luke’s Gospel on weekdays, regardless of the Sunday Cycle.
During September 2020, we listen to the following:
The First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians (Weeks 22-24)
Book of Proverbs and Book of Ecclesiastes (Week 25)
Book of Job (Week 26)

