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NOVEMBER 2020
The month of
the Holy Souls in Purgatory

Why is this month dedicated to the Holy Souls?
The month of November begins with two very important
celebrations for us christians - All Saints’ day and All Souls’ day. The
two days help to remind us that, while we inevitably experience
death as a separation from our loved ones, those who die in the
grace of Christ still remain part of the family of the Church. In
conquering death Jesus assures us that those who are part of the
Body of Christ here on earth will remain a living part of that Body
even after their earthly journey comes to an end.
All Saints’ day, annually celebrated on the first day of November,
points to the hope that is at the heart of our Christian Faith - that
we will one day come to our true home with God in Heaven. Saint
Paul reassures us: “For we know that when the tent we live in on
earth is folded up, there is a house built for us, an everlasting home
not made by human hands, in the heavens” (2 Cor 5:5). On this
day we remember the plenitude of saints in Heaven, whether
canonised or not, who, now completely united with Christ, the
head of the Church, continue in their mission by praying for us and
supporting us here on earth.
All Souls’ day, also referred to as the Commemoration of the
Faithful Departed, is celebrated on November 2nd. It brings to our
mind the Church’s teaching on Purgatory, reminding us that those
who die not yet fully perfect enter a time of purification and
cleansing so as “to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy
of heaven” (CCC 1030). It is always important to remember that
Purgatory is never a place of despair but, rather, a place of joyful
expectation. On this day we are also reminded of the power of
prayer, especially the celebration of Mass, by which we can give a
real and concrete help to the dead who are still awaiting to enter
the joy God’s heavenly kingdom.

All Saints’ Day
Sunday 1st November

First Reading: Apocalypse 7:2-4,9-14
Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 23
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
Phrases to look out for:
“After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every
nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne
and in front of the Lamb”
“Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who shall stand in his holy place
The man with clean hands and pure heart, who desires not worthless things.”
“My dear people, we are already the children of God but what we are to be
in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know is, that when it is
revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is.”
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.”

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Sunday 8th November

(The parable of the wise and foolish virgins)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Wisdom 6:12-16
Ps. 62
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Phrases to look out for:
“Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who love her she is
readily seen”
“So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. My soul shall
be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.”
“We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for
those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him.”
“So we shall stay with the Lord for ever.”
“So stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.”

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Sunday 15th November

(The parable of the talents)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31
Ps. 127
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

Phrases to look out for:
“Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman who is wise is the one to
praise.”
“O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways!”
“…you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in
the night.”
“You are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night
or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping”
“For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than
enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken
away.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Sunday 22nd November

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17
Ps. 22
1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28
Matthew 25:31-46

Phrases to look out for:
“The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself and keep all of it
in view….I shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage the
wounded and make the weak strong. I shall watch over the fat and healthy.
I shall be a true shepherd to them.”
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”
“For [the Son] must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and
the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for everything is to be put
under his feet.”
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he
will take his seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled
before him and he will separate men one from another as the shepherd
separates sheep from goats.”

1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday 29th November

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1,3-8
Ps. 79
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:33-37

Phrases to look out for:
“Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down – at your
Presence the mountains would melt.”
“O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, come to our help.”
“He will keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
“Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will
come.”
“You do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening,
midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you
asleep.”

Days of Special Significance
Sunday 1st

All Saints’ Day

•

12noon - Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage celebrated by Bishop David Evans

•

3pm - Ordination of Permanent Deacons

Monday 2nd

All Souls’ Day

Monday 9th

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Saturday 21st

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday 22nd

Solemnity of Christ the King

Sunday 29th

Advent Season Begins

Monday 30th

Saint Andrew, Apostle
The Season of Advent

The end of November marks the beginning of the Season of Advent. Advent
is a time of preparation and joyful expectation. As we await the coming of
the Lord at the end of time we also prepare ourselves to celebrate his First
Coming at Christmas. The key phrase ‘Stay Awake’, which we hear in the
readings of for the First Sunday of Advent, warns us against spiritual slumber
and reminds us to ‘live each day like there is no tomorrow’.

The Pope’s Prayer intention for November 2020
Artificial Intelligence: We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial
intelligence may always serve humankind.

