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The Season of Advent 

With the last Sunday of November we have entered into the 
liturgical season of Advent. Whist most shops have already 
enrobed themselves in the festive decorations of Christmas, the 
Church, in her wisdom, urges us not to get ahead of ourselves. The 
word advent comes from the latin word adventus, meaning 
‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. Advent is a time of preparation for the coming 
of Jesus. 

Yet Advent is not only about preparing for Our Lord’s arrival at 
Christmas. Rather, in the first half of the season, we focus on Jesus’ 
arrival at the end of time - his Second Coming. Each Sunday, as we 
recite the Creed, we say the following words: “He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end”. The belief that Our Lord will return at the end of time is at 
the very heart of our faith. While some the idea of the world 
coming to an end might incite fear, for us Christians this should 
rather be a source expectant joy. The message of the Gospel is 
one of hope because Jesus has conquered death. The end of the 
world marks ultimate true fulfilment of the work accomplished by 
Christ by his death, Resurrection and Ascension and promised to 
each and every one of us in our Baptism. 

It is only in the second half of the Advent season that our focus 
turns on Jesus’ First Coming. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
a child, we are reminded that the defenceless baby born is the 
poverty of a stable is in fact God himself. The one who is the very 
source and origin of all being has chosen to strip himself of visible 
majesty and power in order to demonstrate to us the depth of his 
love and to save us from by his sacrifice on the cross. 

It is only by understanding these two aspects of Advent that we  
can properly prepare to celebrate true Christian meaning of 
Christmas. 



2nd Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 6th December 

(‘Prepare the way for the Lord’) 

   First Reading:    Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 
   Responsorial Psalm:  Ps. 84 
   Second Reading:   2 Peter 3:8-14 
   Gospel:     Mark 1:1-8 

Phrases to look out for: 

“A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight 
highway for our God across the desert.’” 

“Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. The 
prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.” 

“You must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry 
out his promises…but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be 
lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways.” 

“Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I 
am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised 
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.” 



3rd Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

Sunday 13th December 

 

(Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice) 

   First Reading:    Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 
   Responsorial Psalm:  Luke 1:46-50,53-54 
   Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
   Gospel:     John 1:6-8,19-28 

Phrases to look out for: 

“I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me 
in the garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity.” 

“My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. He looks on 
his servant in her nothingness; henceforth all ages will call me blessed.” 

“Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, 
because this is what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus.” 

“A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a 
witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. He 
was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.” 

“A voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord.” 



4th  Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 20th December 

(“You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus.”) 

   First Reading:    2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 
   Responsorial Psalm:  Ps. 88 
   Second Reading:   Romans 16:25-27 
   Gospel:     Luke 1:26-38 

   
Phrases to look out for: 

“I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader of my 
people Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions; I have cut off all 
your enemies before you.” 

“The Good News I preach,…the revelation of a mystery kept secret for 
endless ages, [is] now so clear that it must be broadcast to pagans 
everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith.” 

“Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to 
conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great 
and will be called Son of the Most High.” 

“I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done 
to me.” 



The Nativity of Our Lord 
24th / 25th December 

    

A very blessed and holy Christmas  
to all our parishioners and friends. 

 Christmas Eve 
  4pm    Vigil Mass 
  6pm    Vigil Mass 
  10pm    Solemn Mass of Christmas  
     (livestream only) 

 Christmas Day 
  9am    Mass of Christmas 
  11am    Solemn Mass of Christmas



Feast of the Holy Family 
27th December 

    

   First Reading:    Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3   
   Responsorial Psalm:  Ps. 104 
   Second Reading:   Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 
   Gospel:     Luke 2:22-40 

Phrases to look out for: 

“Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be your 
descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this 
as making him justified.” 

“It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that 
was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he set out 
without knowing where he was going. It was equally by faith that Sarah, in 
spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she 
believed that he who had made the promise would be faithful to it.” 

“As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that 
were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many 
in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your 
own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 



Days of Special Significance 

Tuesday 1st  St Edmund Campion 
Tuesday 8th  The Immaculate Conception 
Sunday 20th  Carol Service @5pm (livestream only) 

    Christmas  Season Begins 
Thursday 24th   Christmas Eve 
Friday 25th  Christmas Day 
Saturday 26th  St Stephen, the first Martyr 
Sunday 27th  Holy Family 
Monday 28th   The Holy Innocents 

“Today, as in the times of Jesus, Christmas is not a fairy-tale for children 
but God's response to the drama of humanity in search of true peace. 
"He shall be peace", says the Prophet referring to the Messiah. It is up to 
us to open, to fling open wide the doors to welcome him. Let us learn 
from Mary and Joseph: let us place ourselves with faith at the service of 
God's plan. Even if we do not understand it fully, let us entrust ourselves 
to his wisdom and goodness. Let us seek first of all the Kingdom of God, 
and Providence will help us. A Happy Christmas to you all!” 

            Pope Benedict XVI, 20 December 2009 

The Pope’s Prayer intention for December 2020 

For a Life of Prayer: We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
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