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The Season of Christmas and Ordinary Time
During the season of Christmas we celebrated the mystery of the
Incarnation - the Word becoming flesh. The Gospel readings that
placed before us in this first part of the festive season remind us of
God’s unfathomable humility. The creator of the whole universe did
not come to us surrounded by glory and riches, rather he came
into the world as an defenceless child born in a poor stable. If God
is willing to humble himself before us out of love, are we willing to
humble ourselves before him?
As the season of Christmas drew to its close, the Gospel passages
during Mass focused less at Jesus’ birth and more on his adult life.
This culminated with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord which
celebrates the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and also marks
the end of the Christmas Season. In this we are reminded that Our
Lord’s birth in not a mere historical event that can be isolated from
the rest of the mystery of His life. Indeed the incarnation changes
everything and informs our understanding of every word and
action of Jesus.
Now that Christmas is over and we are once again back in
Ordinary Time, let us allow the Christmas season to continue to
guide our faith. One could say that there is nothing ordinary about
the ‘Ordinary Time’ because, with Jesus, even the most ordinary
things can become extraordinary.

The Baptism of the Lord
Sunday 10th January

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7
Isaiah 12
1 John 5:1-9
Mark 1:7-11

Phrases to look out for:
“Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed until
true justice is established on earth, for the islands are awaiting his law.’”
“Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear.”
“Who can overcome the world? Only the man who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God:.”
“Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I
am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”
“And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on you”

2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sunday 17th January

(Jesus calling the disciples: “Come and see”)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

1 Samuel 3:3-10,19
Psalm 39
1 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20
John 1:35-42

Phrases to look out for:
“The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel!
Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’”
“You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, but an open ear. You do not ask
for holocaust and victim. Instead, here am I.”
“Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you since you
received him from God.”
“Jesus turned round, saw them following and said, ‘What do you want?’ They
answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come
and see’ he replied.”

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
(Sunday of the Word of God)
Sunday 24th January

(Jesus calling Simon Peter and Andrew)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Jonah 3:1-5,10
Ps. 24
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Phrases to look out for:
“God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour, and God relented:
he did not inflict on them the disaster which he had threatened.”
“Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths.”
“those whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing of
their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not become
engrossed in it.”
“And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men.’
And at once they left their nets and followed him.”

4th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sunday 31st January

(Jesus teaching in the synagogue)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Ps. 94
1 Corinthians 7:32-35
Mark 1:21-28

Phrases to look out for:
“Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel before the God who made
us: for he is our God and we the people who belong to his pasture, the flock
that is led by his hand.”
“I say this only to help you,…simply to make sure that everything is as it should
be, and that you give your undivided attention to the Lord.”
“I know who you are: the Holy One of God.”
“Here is a teaching that is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he
gives orders even to unclean spirits and they obey him.’ And his reputation
rapidly spread everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean
countryside.”

Days of Special Significance
Friday 1st

Mary, Mother of God

Wednesday 6th

The Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday 10th

Baptism of the Lord
Ordinary Time Begins

Friday 15th

Day of Prayer for Vocations

Tuesday 19th

St Wulstan

Monday 25th

The Conversion of St Paul

24th January
Sunday of the Word of God
“The relationship between the risen Lord, the community of
believers and sacred Scripture is essential to our identity as
Christians…The Bible cannot be just the heritage of some, much
less a collection of books for the benefit of a privileged few. It
belongs above all to those called to hear its message and to
recognise themselves in its words….The Bible is the book of the
Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and
division towards unity. The word of God unites believers and makes
them one people.”
(Pope Francis, APERUIT ILLIS, 30 September 2019)

The Pope’s Prayer intention for January 2021
Human Fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship
with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another,
open to all.

