The Easter Story

Follow Jesus’ journey to the Cross and his resurrection
through images and story-telling.

Jesus and his friends were coming to Jerusalem to celebrate the important Jewish
Feast of the Passover. They had been travelling around for three years telling people
about the Good News of a loving way to live life. Jesus was very tired so they
borrowed a donkey for him to ride. As they entered the city a large crowd had
gathered to welcome him.
They pulled palm branches from the trees shouting ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! They were
delighted to see him.
“Blessed be the one who comes in the name of the Lord”
Why were the people waving palms as Jesus came into Jerusalem?
They were using their hands as a sign of happiness – waving and cheering as Jesus
came by.

LAST SUPPER
Jesus told Peter and John to go and prepare everything for the celebration of the
special Passover meal in the upper room of the house of a friend.
What do you think Peter and John would need to get ready in the room?
As the meal was in the evening what would they use to give them light?
At last everything was ready. Before the meal Jesus began to wash his friend’s feet.
Peter felt that Jesus was the leader so should not wash everyone’s feet. But Jesus
explained that it was to show his love and friendship so Peter agreed to have his feet
washed.
Usually the servants wash the dusty feet of the guests as they arrive to a meal, so
why did Jesus do it?
What was he trying to show his friends?
When everyone’s feet were washed Jesus sat down with them. While they were
eating Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke up the bread and gave it
to his friends saying, “Take this and eat it, This is my body which will be given up for
you”
Then he took a cup of wine, gave thanks and handed it round to his friends saying
“Take this and drink, this is the cup of my blood – the new and everlasting (covenant).
It will be shed for you all so your sins will be forgiven, Do this in memory of me”
What did Jesus say when he took the bread? What did he say about the cup of
wine? Why did Jesus give his friends his body and blood?
He wants to be with us in our hearts. He wants to show his love for us his love.
He said love one another as I have loved you.
How can we love each other as Jesus shows us? Judas – one of the Apostles leaves
quietly – where is he going? Why does he look so secretive?

JESUS IN THE GARDEN OF
AND HIS ARREST
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After the meal was over Jesus asked his friends, Peter, James and John to come with
him to pray quietly. They followed him to a hilly olive grove outside Jerusalem city
gates. They were all very tired so Peter, James and John sat down but Jesus walked
further on to pray. After a long time as Jesus joins his friends, Judas and some
soldiers march into the garden. “There he is”, mutters Judas and Judas touches Jesus
on the shoulder. Immediately the soldiers rush forward and arrest Jesus. They take
him to prison to await his trial. Judas is upset to see how the soldiers treated Jesus
He sneaks away quietly.
How do you think Jesus’ friends felt when he left them to go and pray?
What did they do?
They were tired so they probably made themselves comfortable on the stony ground.
They used their hands to wrap their cloaks around themselves as they settled down.

THE TRIAL:
When Jesus was on trial, some people in the crowd wanted Jesus to be killed. They
shouted angrily “crucify him, crucify him”
But many others in the crowd had seen Jesus heal the sick and care for everyone with
great love. They knew Jesus had done nothing wrong, so they held out their hands
and prayed for Jesus to be freed.
What would you have done if you had been in that crowd?
Would you have shouted for Jesus to be killed or would you have held out your
hands and prayed out loud for Jesus to be set free?
The Governor or Pontius Pilate was afraid of the wicked people in the crowd who
were shouting loudly for Jesus to be taken away to be crucified.
The Governor thought Jesus was a good man. He did not want Jesus to die so he
washed his hands to show he had nothing to do with what the crowd and soldiers
would do to Jesus.
What do you think Pontius Pilate should have used his power to save Jesus?
Yes, he should have done the right thing, but he was afraid.

PRISON:
The Soldiers took Jesus away, they hit him and made fun of him by dressing him in a
purple cloak putting a crown of thorns on his head. Then they put a heavy cross on
his shoulders and lead him along the road to the top of the hill where they would kill
him.
Jesus’ mother, Mary, John his youngest apostle and some of the women who followed
Jesus were in the crowd. They had followed Jesus as the soldiers made him carry his
cross up the steep, narrow streets towards the top of the hill. At one moment Jesus
saw his mother in the crowd. When he stopped to meet her he could see in her eyes
that her heart was full of pain. She saw how much he was suffering. She wanted to
reach out to help him but the only help she could give him was through the strength
of her love.
The wooden cross was very heavy & Jesus felt weak because the soldiers had beaten
him. Then Jesus fell on the floor.
What do you think the soldiers did?
They dragged Jesus to his feet and chose a man called Simon, out of the crowd.
Simon was afraid at first and didn’t want to help Jesus carry the cross, but he did
what the soldiers told him to do.
Why do you think Simon did not want to help Jesus carry the cross at first?
Was he afraid of Jesus?
Was he afraid of the soldiers?
Maybe Simon was afraid that if Jesus died on the way, as he was very weak, the
soldiers might put Simon on the Cross instead.
But as Simon helped Jesus he saw how much Jesus loved everybody and he wanted
to help him always.

CRUCIFIXION:
When they reached the top of the hill, the soldiers took off Jesus’ tunic and nailed
him to the cross. They hung a notice on the cross. It said “Jesus of Nazareth, King of
the Jews”. The soldiers then played dice to see who would win Jesus’ clothes and
after that they stood guard waiting for him to die.
Mary, Jesus’ mother, and John the apostle were among the people standing at the
foot of the cross Jesus asked Mary and John to take care of each other. Jesus’ friends
prayed at the foot of the cross. They suffered because he was suffering. They heard
Jesus praying to his Father. Jesus asked his Father to forgive those who had hurt him,
because they did not know what they were really doing.
Then Jesus died.
What did the soldiers do to Jesus?
Why did Jesus die?
Who was he dying to save?
Jesus died for all people. He died to make up for all that we do wrong.
How much does Jesus love us?
What did Jesus ask his father
before he died?
Jesus forgave everyone who
had hurt him. He wants us to
forgive those who hurt us.
How much does he want us to
love our family and friends?

just

Jesus dies on the Cross

After Jesus had died some of his friends took him down from the cross and placed
him in Mary’s arms. His body was gently wrapped in a linen sheet and was carefully
laid in a new tomb which had been cut into the rock in a garden nearby. They then
rolled a huge stone in front of the entrance and went home.
How did Mary feel as she held the body of her son, Jesus in her arms?
Did she have anyone to comfort her?
If someone is sad, sick or in pain, how can we help?

RESURRECTION:
BUT this is not the end of the story.
Very early on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalen, Peter & John went to Jesus’ tomb.
When they reached where Jesus was buried they were astonished to see the tomb
was empty. An angel appeared beside them “where is Jesus?” they asked the angel.
They raced inside to search for him, as they came out an angel was standing by the
entrance, “where is Jesus our Lord” they asked. He smiled, touched them on the
shoulder and said “Fear not, he is not here. He has risen”
Peter & John returned home but Mary Magdalen stayed outside the tomb weeping.
A stranger came up to her and asked her why she was crying. She thought he was the
gardener, she reached out to touch him, but he called her by her name – “Mary”. She
knew it was Jesus. He was truly alive.
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!
Jesus came to life again. Mary Magdalen saw him.
How do you think she felt?
Why do you think Mary wanted to touch Jesus?
Jesus is alive in us today living in our hearts. At Easter we have a special sign that
Jesus is with us. It is the Easter Candle. He is the light of the world.

He is risen!
Alleluia!

