Annual Mass of Thanksgiving
Saturday 6th March 2021, 10:00am
Principal Celebrant:

The Right Reverend William Kenney C.P.
Titular Bishop of Midica
Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham
The Metropolitan Cathedral and Minor Basilica of St. Chad, Birmingham

Livestreamed at www.stchadscathedral.org.uk

Diocesan Prayer for Vocations
Lord Jesus, send labourers into your harvest.
Inspire, in the hearts of your people, vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate and religious life.
Bless our families with a spirit of generosity.
May those whom you call to the priesthood, diaconate and
religious life have the courage to give themselves to your Church
as co-operators in your work.
Amen.

Discernment Opportunities
If you are interested in the priesthood or permanent diaconate, and
would like to know more, take a look at the information on our website:
www.vocations.org.uk
If you feel you would like to discuss discerning a priestly vocation, contact
Fr. Michael Dolman, Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of
Birmingham, on 0121 321 5142 or fr.michael@vocations.org.uk

MASS OF SATURDAY OF THE 2nd WEEK OF LENT
Our Mass today is notably different to previous years. Only a few representative altar servers can be
physically present in St. Chad’s Cathedral, but we hope that we are joined by many servers from across our
diocese via livestream. Due to COVID restrictions, we ask that in the cathedral, only the choir sings the
hymns and sung responses. We hope those at home will join in with the singing, responses and in particular
the renewal of promises, in order to participate more fully in the celebration.
OPENING HYMN – GUILD HYMN TO SAINT STEPHEN – C. Meyer, SJ
1. Holy Stephen, Christ’s dear martyr,
first to shed thy blood for him.
What bright glory now surrounds thee?
Glory which no time can dim.
O that we could share that glory,
give for him our life and blood.
Let us praise thy noble story,
told with life’s own crimson flood.
2. Noble witness thou didst render
to the Passion of thy Lord.
Bearing with a love courageous,
weight of stones more cruel than sword.
Mindful of our dying Saviour,
begging mercy in death’s throes,
thou didst raise thine eyes to heaven,
craving mercy on thy foes.
3. Ours it may not be to suffer,
like Saint Stephen unto death,
but a service we can render
to our last and failing breath.
Ours to serve our loving Saviour;
ours to help his sacrifice;
ours to give him daily homage;
till he call to paradise.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
Bishop:
All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
Bishop:
Peace be with you.
All:
And with your spirit.
WELCOME – Fr. Michael Dolman, Diocesan Director of the Guild of St. Stephen

PENITENTIAL ACT
Bishop:
Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All:
I confess to Almighty God,
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done,
and in what I have failed to do,
(all strike their breast)
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Bishop:
All:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Bishop:
All:
Bishop:
All:
Bishop:
All:

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT
Bishop:
Let us pray.

All:

O God, who grant us by glorious healing remedies while still on earth
to be partakers of the things of heaven,
guide us, we pray, through this present life
and bring us to that light in which you dwell.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING – Mic 7:14-15, 18-20
Reader:

A reading from the prophet Micah.

With shepherd’s crook, O Lord, lead your people to pasture,
the flock that is your heritage,
living confined in a forest
with meadow land all around.
Let them pasture in Bashan and Gilead
as in the days of old.
As in the days when you came out of Egypt
grant us to see wonders.
What god can compare with you: taking fault away,
pardoning crime,
not cherishing anger for ever
but delighting in showing mercy?
Once more have pity on us,
tread down our faults,
to the bottom of the sea
throw all our sins.
Grant Jacob your faithfulness,
and Abraham your mercy,
as you swore to our fathers
from the days of long ago.
Reader:
All:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM – Ps 102 (103):1-4, 9-12
Cantor:
R. The Lord is compassion and love.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings.
R. The Lord is compassion and love.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
R. The Lord is compassion and love.
His wrath will come to an end;
he will not be angry for ever.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults.
R. The Lord is compassion and love.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
R. The Lord is compassion and love.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Lk 15:18
Cantor:
Praise to you, Christ our Word, you are the King of Glory.
I will leave this place and go to my father and say:
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.’
Praise to you, Christ our Word, you are the King of Glory.

GOSPEL – Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Deacon:
The Lord be with you.
All:
And with your spirit.
Deacon:
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
All:
Glory to you, O Lord.
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had
to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners
and eats with them.’ So he spoke this parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the
estate that would come to me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few days
later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to
feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm
to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were
eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of
my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will
leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against
you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left
the place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to
the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to
have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was
lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house,
he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about.
“Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in,
and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I
have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much
as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back
after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been
fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it was only
right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to
life; he was lost and is found.”’
Deacon:
All:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY – Rt. Rev. William Kenney C.P.

RENEWAL OF SERVERS’ PROMISES
The servers enrolled into the Guild of Saint Stephen present in the Cathedral will
be invited to stand. We also invite those who have joined our livestream from
home to stand and renew these promises with Bishop William.
Bishop: Will you say the Guild Prayer every day?
Servers: I will, with the help of God.
Bishop: Will you promise to do your best to serve regularly, particularly
when you are needed?
Servers: I will, with the help of God.
Bishop: Will you promise to serve with care and reverence?
Servers: I will, with the help of God.
Bishop: Will you try to understand what you are doing when you serve?
Servers: I will, with the help of God.
The servers now say the Guild Promise together.
Servers: I offer myself to God almighty,
to Blessed Mary our mother
and to our holy patron, Saint Stephen,
and I promise to do my best
to serve regularly with reverence and understanding,
for the glory of God, the service of his Church
and my own eternal salvation.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS – PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY
– Joachim Neander, tr. Catherine Winkworth and others
1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation.
All you who hear, now to his altar draw near,
join in profound adoration.
2. Praise to the Lord, let us offer our gifts at his altar.
Let not our sins and transgressions now cause us to falter.
Christ, the High Priest, bids us all join in his feast,
gathered with him at the altar.
3. Praise to the Lord, who will prosper our work and defend us;
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend us;
ponder anew all the Almighty can do,
he who with love will befriend us.
4. Praise to the Lord, oh, let all that is in us adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now in praises before him.
Let the Amen sound from his people again,
now as we worship before him.
Bishop:

All:

Pray, brothers and sisters,
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Bishop:
Through these sacred gifts, we pray, O Lord,
may our redemption yield its fruits,
restraining us from unruly desires
and leading us onward to the gifts of salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.

PREFACE I OF LENT
Bishop:
The Lord be with you.
All:
And with your spirit.
Bishop:
Lift up your hearts.
All:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Bishop:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:
It is right and just.
Bishop:

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For by your gracious gift each year
your faithful await the sacred paschal feasts
with the joy of minds made pure,
so that, more eagerly intent on prayer
and on the works of charity,
and participating in the mysteries
by which they have been reborn,
they may be led to the fullness of grace
that you bestow on your sons and daughters.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

SANCTUS
Choir:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III
Bishop:
You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and all you have created rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.
Bishop & concelebrants:
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same Spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,
that they may become the Body and X Blood
of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
For on the night he was betrayed
he himself took bread,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
Bishop:
All:

The mystery of faith.
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

Bishop & concelebrants:
Therefore, O Lord,
as we celebrate the memorial
of the saving Passion of your Son,
his wondrous Resurrection
and Ascension into heaven,
and as we look forward to his second coming,
we offer you in thanksgiving
this holy and living sacrifice.
Look, we pray,
upon the oblation of your Church
and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim
by whose death you willed to reconcile us to yourself,
grant that we,
who are nourished by the Body and Blood of your Son
and filled with his Holy Spirit,
may become one body, one spirit in Christ.
Concelebrant:
May he make of us
an eternal offering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
with your blessed Apostles and glorious Martyrs
with Saint Stephen, Saint Chad and with all the Saints,
on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.
Concelebrant:
May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation,
we pray, O Lord,
advance the peace and salvation of all the world.
Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant Francis our Pope and Bernard our Bishop
and his assistant bishops,
the Order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, O merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.

Concelebrant:
To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever
the fullness of your glory
through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
Bishop & concelebrants:
Through him, and with him, and in him
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.
All:
Amen.

THE COMMUNION RITE
Bishop:
At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Bishop:

All:

Bishop:

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

All:

Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

Bishop:
All:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

AGNUS DEI
Choir:
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Bishop:
All:

Bishop:
All:
Bishop:
All:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
The Body of Christ.
Amen.
The Blood of Christ.
Amen.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION – St. Alphonsus Ligouri
My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite
myself wholly to you now and forever.
Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN – SOUL OF MY SAVIOUR – ascribed to John XXII
1. Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast;
Body of Christ, be thou my saving guest;
Blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide,
wash me with water flowing from thy side.
2. Strength and protection may thy Passion be;
O Blessed Jesus hear and answer me;
deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me;
so shall I never, never part from thee.
3. Guard and defend me from the foe malign;
in death's dread moments make me only thine;
call me, and bid me come to thee on high,
where I may praise thee with thy saints for aye.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Bishop:
Let us pray.

All:

May your divine Sacrament, O Lord, which we have received,
fill the inner depths of our heart
and, by its working mightily within us,
make us partakers of its grace.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CONCLUDING RITES
Bishop:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Deacon:

Bow down for the blessing.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE
Bishop:
May the ears of your mercy be open, O Lord,
to the prayers of those who call upon you;
and that you may grant what they desire,
have them ask what is pleasing to you.
Through Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.
Bishop:
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, X and the Son X and the Holy Spirit X
come down and remain on you for ever.
All:
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Deacon:
Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All:
Thanks be to God.
RECESSIONAL HYMN – BE THOU MY VISION – Irish, tr. Mary Byrne,
versified by Eleanor Hull and others
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
thou my best thought in the day and the night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true Word;
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father; and I thy true son;
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
3. Be thou my breast-plate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my armour, and be thou my might,
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower,
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.
4. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
thou mine inheritance through all my days;
thou, and thou only, the first in my heart,
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art!
5. High King of heaven, when battle is done,
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heaven’s sun;
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Guild of Saint Stephen Medals
Awarded in 2020
Usually, several pages of our Mass booklet would be devoted to listing all the
servers who have been awarded special medals over the past year in recognition of
their commitment and devotion in serving at the altar. The ongoing pandemic has
meant that in most cases, these presentations have not been possible. We celebrate
the four servers who were awarded silver medals and hope that next year many
more will again be recognised.
Silver Medals
These are awarded to those who have been enrolled as a member of the Guild for
at least 10 years, giving faithful service throughout this time, but not necessarily in
the same parish.
Fiona Methley
Marvin Clarete
Sam Thomas
Harry Clarke

St. Peter, Eynsham
Corpus Christi, Headington, Oxford
St. Mary, Harborne, Birmingham
Our Lady of the Assumption, Swynnerton

Anniversaries of Affiliation
to the Guild of Saint Stephen
Celebrated in 2020
Silver – 25th
Holy Name of Jesus, Great Barr
St. Anne, Nuneaton
Polish Community, Birmingham
St. John the Evangelist, Chesterton
St. John the Evangelist, Kidsgrove
Sacred Heart, Eccleshall
St. George & St. Martin, Birches Head
St. Mary, Norton-le-Moors
St. Joseph, Upton-on-Severn
Our Blessed Lady & St. Alphonsus, Blackmore Park
Ruby – 40th
St. Christopher, Codsall
Sacred Heart, Four Oaks
Corpus Christi, Stechford
St. Wilfrid, Castle Bromwich
English Martyrs, Rugby
Holy Cross & St. Francis, Walmley
Gold – 50th
St. Anne, Stafford
St. Joseph the Worker, Banbury
St. Joseph, Burntwood
Diamond – 60th
St. Joseph, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent
St. Mary, Studley
Our Lady & St. Werburgh, Clayton
Platinum – 70th
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Redditch
St. Mary Immaculate, Warwick
St. Augustine of Canterbury, Stoke-on-Trent
St. Joseph, Stoke-on-Trent
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Guild of Saint Stephen Prayer
O God, you accept our ministry and allow us to serve at your altar; grant
that while serving you, we follow the example of our patron, Saint
Stephen, the first martyr and that we may, like him, come to see Jesus
standing at your right hand in the kingdom of heaven.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son. Amen.
Next year’s Guild of St. Stephen Mass will be on Saturday 12th March 2022

