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Easter Triduum
The Holy Week culminates in the most important and liturgically
powerful celebrations in the Church’s year, the Easter Triduum. The
word triduum refers to the fact that the celebration takes place
over three days and comprises of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Holy Saturday.
The name Maundy Thursday comes from the latin word mandatum,
meaning commandment. It refers to Jesus’ commandment to love
and serve one another, as signified in Him washing the feet of the
disciples. The central focus of this day is also the Institution of the
Holy Eucharist and the Priesthood. The Mass of the Lord’s Supper,
celebrated at St Chad’s at 7.30pm, normally concludes with a
Eucharistic Procession to the Altar of Repose, which symbolises the
Garden of Gethsemane. Unfortunately, because of the Covid
restrictions, this final part, along with the washing of the feet, will
need to be omitted this year.
Good Friday takes us to the cross of Jesus as we commemorate his
suffering and death. The Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, celebrated at
3pm, the hour Jesus died, is in fact not a Mass. There is no
consecration of the Eucharist and Holy Communion consecrated
on Thursday is distributed. At the centre of the liturgy is the reading
of the passion narrative and the veneration of the cross.
Holy Saturday is strange day as nothing happens in our churches
until the evening. In this we are reminded of the silence and the
darkness of the tomb in which Jesus was laid. In the evening, at
sunset (7.30pm here at St Chad’s), we celebrate the Easter Vigil,
the most important of all celebrations of the year. The blessing of
the Paschal Fire and the Candle (done in private this year) signifies
the light that Christ’s Resurrection has brought into the world. The
series of readings take us, like the disciples on the journey to
Emmaus, thorough the entire salvation history which culminates in
the final defeat of sin and death.

Easter Sunday
Sunday 4th April

(Cleansing of the temple)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 10:34,37-43
Psalm 117
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-9

Phrases to look out for:
“It is to him that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in
Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name.’”
“This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are glad.”
“Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for
the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.”
“Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw
and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching
of scripture, that he must rise from the dead”

Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday 11th April

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 117
1 John 5:1-6
John 20:19-31

Phrases to look out for:
“The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with
great power, and they were all given great respect.”
“The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. This is
the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.”
“Who can overcome the world? Only the man who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God:”
“Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.”
“Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe
because you can see me.Happy are those who have not seen and yet
believe.’”

3rd Sunday of Easter
Sunday 18th April

First Reading:

Acts 3:13-15,17-19

Responsorial Psalm:

Psalm 4

Second Reading:
Gospel:

1 John 2:1-5
Luke 24:35-48

Phrases to look out for:
“Now you must repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.”
“It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he loves; the Lord hears me
whenever I call him. ‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say. Lift up the
light of your face on us, O Lord.”
We can be sure that we know God only by keeping his commandments.
Anyone who says, ‘I know him’, and does not keep his commandments, is a
liar.
“So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of
sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses to this.”

4th Sunday of Easter
Sunday 25th April

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 4:8-12
Psalm 117
1 John 3:1-2
John 10:11-18

Phrases to look out for:
“This is the stone rejected by you the builders, but which has proved to be
the keystone. For of all the names in the world given to men, this is the only
one by which we can be saved.”
“The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. This is
the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.”
“Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting us be called
God’s children; and that is what we are.”
“I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my
sheep.”

Holy Week Schedule
Monday of Holy Week
11.00am
12.15pm

Confessions
Mass

Tuesday of Holy Week
9.30am
11.00am
12.15pm

Holy Week Mass for School (Livestream only)
Confessions
Mass

Wednesday of Holy Week
11.30am
Chrism Mass (Livestream only)
(No public Mass today)
MAUNDY THURDAY
7.30pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
GOOD FRIDAY
11.00am
3.00pm

Stations of the Cross
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

HOLY SATURDAY
7.30pm

Easter Vigil

EASTER SUNDAY
8.00am
10.00am
12noon

Mass
Mass
Solemn Mass

* All liturgies are public unless otherwise stated / There is no booking system

The Pope’s Prayer intention for April 2021
Fundamental Rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for fundamental rights
under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.

