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Year of St Joseph

The month of March is dedicated to St Joseph and his feast is
celebrated on March 19th.
St Joseph is venerated as the head and protestor of the Holy Family and
as a role model for fathers and husbands. The Church places his
example before us because of his deep virtue of love, faith and hope,
as well as his humility and chastity. The Gospels show us how, in his life,
Joseph overcame doubts even in the most challenging of situations by
submitting himself perfectly to God’s will.
While we know very little oh his life in terms of biographical details,
tradition tells us that he was much older than Virgin Mary and died
peacefully before Jesus begun his public ministry at the age of 30. It is
for this reason that he has become the patron of a happy death.
Pope Francis declared a special Year of St Joseph with his Apostolic
Exhortation Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), starting from 8th
December 2020. At the end of the document he gives us this prayer:
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To
you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you
Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and
courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.

3rd Sunday of Lent
Sunday 7th March

(Cleansing of the temple)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Exodus 20:1-3,7-8,12-17
Psalm 18
1 Corinthians 1:22-25
John 2:13-25

Phrases to look out for:
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery.”
“The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul.”
“While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are
we preaching a crucified Christ…For God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”
“Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up…he was speaking
of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture
and the words he had said”

4th Sunday of Lent
Sunday 14th March

(Moses lifting up the serpent in the desert foreshadows Jesus’ crucifixion)

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23
Psalm 136
Ephesians 2:4-10
John 3:14-21

Phrases to look out for:
“Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.”
“By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept, remembering Zion;”
“God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when
we were dead through our sins, he brought us to life with Christ”
“The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God
loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life.”

5th Sunday of Lent
Sunday 21st March

(“Unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain”)

First Reading:

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Responsorial Psalm:

Psalm 50

Second Reading:
Gospel:

Hebrews 5:7-9
John 12:20-33

Phrases to look out for:
“See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a
new covenant with the House of Israel…Deep within them I will plant my Law,
writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my
people.”
“Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been
made perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of eternal
salvation”
“…unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single
grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.”

Palm Sunday
Sunday 28th March

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 50:4-7
Psalm 21
Philippians 2:6-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

Phrases to look out for:
“Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into the city of
Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their hands they carried palm
branches and with a loud voice cried out: Hosanna in the highest!”
“For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back
to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not
cover my face against insult and spittle.”
“Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the wicked beset me. They tear
holes in my hands and my feet. I can count every one of my bones.”
“His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God
but emptied himself…and became as men are; …he was humbler yet, even
to accepting death, death on a cross.”

Days of Special Significance
Monday 1st

Feast of St David

Tuesday 2nd

SOLEMNITY OF ST CHAD
Patronal Feast of the Cathedral

Wednesday 17th

Feast of St Patrick

Friday 19th

St Jospeh, Husband of Mary (Solemnity)

Thursday 25th

The Annunciation of the Lord (Solemnity)

Sunday 28th

Palm Sunday
Holy Week begins

St Chad
St Chad was born in the 7th century. He was educated at Lindisfarne. As
a bishop he established his See at Lichfield. His reputation spread
quickly and favourably as a kind pastor who sought out the lost and
cared for the sick. He died at Lichfield in 672. Today his shrine is located
here, at St Chad’s cathedral, with his relics located in a reliquary casket
on the top of the Pugin reredos.

The Pope’s Prayer intention for March 2021
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with
renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.

