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The month of Mary

May, the Month of Mary
For centuries the month of May has been associated with the
celebration of Mary, the Mother of God. The origin of this tradition is
largely unknown. Some argue that it came about as a
replacement of the different pagan celebrations of spring
associated with various goddesses of life and fertility. It is definitely
true that Christians have a long tradition of ‘baptising’ pagan feast
by preserving those aspects that are good and wholesome but
directing them towards Our Lord and his saints. Whatever might be
the origin of May as a month of Mary, the new life brought about
by the season of spring reminds that it is through Mary’s fiat (that is
her ‘yes’ to the Archangel) that eternal life has sprung for all of us in
the person of her son Jesus.
The special honour that we Catholics give to Our Lady indeed
stems from this very fact. Mary is for us the perfect example of
holiness and the power that God’s grace can work in the life of
each and every one of us. It was through God’s power that Mary
was saved from the Original Sin at the very moment of her
conception and thus chosen for the singular honour of being the
mother of the Divine Saviour.
In the gospel story of the Wedding Feast of Cana, St John describes
how Our Lady instructed the servants to do ‘whatever he tells
you’ (John 2:5), thus revealing something of Mary’s humility which
permeates through out her entire life and always directs us towards
her Son.
From the cross, Mary was given to us by Jesus as our own mother
(John 19:26). Even now, in her heavenly glory, she prays and
intercedes for us, as he adoptive children. In this month of May let
us deepen our devotion to our Heavenly Mother by our daily
prayer to her using the great treasure of prayers and devotion that
the Church has placed before us: from the simple ‘Hail Mary’ or
‘Hail Holy Queen’, to the recitation of the Rosary, or even by
praying the Angelus or the ‘Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary’.

5th Sunday of Easter
Sunday 2nd May

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 9:26-31
Psalm 21
1 John 3:18-24
John 15:1-8

Phrases to look out for:
“Saul now started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in
the name of the Lord.”
“My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk, but something real
and active.”
“His commandments are these: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and that we love one another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his
commandments lives in God and God lives in him.”
“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in
him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.”

6th Sunday of Easter
Sunday 9th May

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48
Psalm 97
1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17

Phrases to look out for:
“‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not have
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does
what is right is acceptable to him.’
“My dear people, let us love one another since love comes from God and
everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.:”
“If you keep my commandments you will remain in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.”
“You did not choose me: no, I chose you; and I commissioned you to go out
and to bear fruit, fruit that will last.”

7th Sunday of Easter
Sunday 16th May

First Reading:

Acts 1:15-17,20-26

Responsorial Psalm:

Psalm 102

Second Reading:
Gospel:

1 John 4:11-16
John 17:11-19

Phrases to look out for:
“My soul, give thanks to the Lord all my being, bless his holy name. My soul,
give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his blessings.’
“My dear people, since God has loved us so much, we too should love one
another. No one has ever seen God; but as long as we love one another
God will live in us and his love will be complete in us.”
“They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world.
Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the
world, I have sent them into the world, and for their sake I consecrate myself
so that they too may be consecrated in truth.”

Pentecost
Sunday 23rd May

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Acts 2:1-11
Psalm 103
1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13
John 20:19-23

Phrases to look out for:
“When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when
suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the
noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and
something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these
separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit
gave them the gift of speech.
“No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy
Spirit.”
“‘When the Advocate comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, he will be my witness. And you too
will be witnesses, because you have been with me from the outset”

Most Holy Trinity
Sunday 30th May

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Deuteronomy 4:32-34,39-40
Psalm 32
Romans 8:14-17
Matthew 28:16-20

Phrases to look out for:
“Understand this today, therefore, and take it to heart: the Lord is God
indeed, in heaven above as on earth beneath, he and no other”
“By his word the heavens were made, by the breath of his mouth all the stars.
He spoke; and it came to be. He commanded; it sprang into being.”
“Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. The spirit you received is not
the spirit of slaves bringing fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and
it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’”
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore,
make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Days of Special Significance
Monday 3rd

Saints Philip and James, Apostles

Tuesday 4th

English Martyrs

Thursday 13th

The Ascension of the Lord

Friday 14th

Saint Matthias

Sunday 23rd

Pentecost

Ordinary Time Begins after the Feast of Pentecost
Thursday 27th

Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest

Saturday 29th

Dedication of consecrated churches

Sunday 30th

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

Monday 31st

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

“Let us go back to the origin of the Church, to the day of Pentecost. Let
us look at the Apostles: some of them were fishermen, simple people
accustomed to living by the work of their hands, but there were also
others, like Matthew, who was an educated tax collector. They were
from different backgrounds and social contexts, and they had Hebrew
and Greek names. In terms of character, some were meek and others
were excitable; they all had different ideas and sensibilities. They were
all different. Jesus did not change them; he did not make them into a
set of pre-packaged models. He left their differences and now he unites
them by anointing them with the Holy Spirit. The union comes with the
anointing. At Pentecost, the Apostles understand the unifying power of
the Spirit. They see it with their own eyes when everyone, though
speaking in different languages, comes together as one people: the
people of God, shaped by the Spirit, who weaves unity from diversity
and bestows harmony because there is harmony in the Spirit. He himself
is harmony.”
Pope Francis’s homily on Pentecost Sunday, 2020

The Pope’s Prayer intention for May 2021
The World of Finance
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to
regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.

