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The Pope’s Prayer Intention for October 2021: 

Missionary Disciples 

We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to the mission, by being 

witnesses of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel. 

 



Sunday 3rd October 2021– 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
 

 

 
They are no longer two, therefore, but one body 

Genesis 2:18-24 

Psalm 127 

Hebrews 2:9-11 

Mark 10:2-16 

 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

It is not good that the man should be along. I will make him a helpmate. 

This at last is bone from my bones and flesh from my flesh. 

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they become 

one body. 

 

May the Lord bless us all the days of our life 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive around your table. 

May the Lord bless your from Zion. May you see your children’s children. 

 

It was appropriate that God, for whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, 

should make perfect, through suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation. 

 

Moses allowed us to draw up a writ of dismissal and so to divorce. 

It was because you were so unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. 

What God has united, man must not divide. 

 

Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;  

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.  

 

 



Sunday 10th October 2021 – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

 

 
Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him. 

 

Wisdom 7:7-11 

Psalm 89 

Hebrews 4:12-13 

Mark 10: 17-30 

 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

I prayed, and understanding was given me: I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 

I loved her more than health or beauty, preferred her to the light since her radiance never 

sleeps. 

 

Fill us with your love that we may rejoice. 

Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work of our hands. 

 

The word of God is something alive and active. It cuts like any double-edged sword but more 

finely. It can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

 

Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 

Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him. 

There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor 

and you will have treasure in heaven. 

His face fell…for he was a man of great wealth. 

Everything is possible for God. 

 



Sunday 17th October 2021 – 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Day of the Launch of the Synod of Bishops 2023  

at Diocesan Level. 

 

 
Can you drink the cup that I must drink, or be baptised 

 with the baptism with which I must be baptised? 

 

Isaiah 53:10-11 

Psalm 32 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

Mark 10:35-45 

 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

The Lord has been pleased to crush his servant with suffering. 

By his sufferings shall my servant justify many, taking their faults on himself. 

 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 

 

For it is not as if we had a high priest who was incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us. 

Let us be confident, then, in approaching the throne of grace. 

 

Allow us to sit, one at your right and one at your left in your glory. 

You do not know what you are asking. 

 

 



Sunday 24th October 2021 – 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

 

 
What do you want me to do for you? Master, let me see again. 

 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 

Psalm 125 

Hebrews 5:1-6 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

Phrases to look out for: 

 

The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of Israel. 

I will bring them back… and gather them…the blind and the lame. 

They had left in tears, I will comfort them as I lead them back. 

 

 

What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad. 

Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap. 

 

 

No one takes this honour on himself, but each one is called by God. 

Not did Christ give himslef the glory of becoming high priest. 

You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for ever. 

 

 

Son of David, have pity on me. 

Courage…get up…he is calling you. 

Go; your faith has saved you.  



The Prayer of the Rosary 

 

 
 

The Joyful Mysteries (Monday and Saturday) 

Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity, Presentation in the Temple, Finding in the Temple 

The Sorrowful Mysteries (Tuesday and Friday) 

Agony in the Garden, Scourging at the Pillar, Crowning with Thorns, Carrying Cross, Crucified 

The Glorious Mysteries (Wednesday and Sunday) 

Resurrection, Ascension, Descent of the Holy Spirit, Assumption, Crowning as Queen 

The Luminous Mysteries (Thursday) 

Baptism in the Jordan, Wedding at Cana, Proclamation of the Kingdom & Call to Repentance, 

Transfiguration, Institution of the Eucharist  



Days of Special Significance in October 2021 

 
Saturday 2nd  Memorial of the Guardian Angels 

 

The first days of October complete the Season of Creation which traditionally 

runs from 1st September until 4th October, the Memorial of St Francis of Assisi. 

 

Thursday 7th  Our Lady of the Rosary 

 

 
 

Saturday 9th  Feast of St John Henry Newman  

   Saint of Birmingham,  

Beatified by Pope Benedict XVI in Birmingham, 2010 

Canonised by Pope Francis in Rome in 2019. 

 

Diocesan Celebration of Marriage, Cathedral, 12 noon. 

 

Sunday 17th  Launch of Synod of Bishops 2023  

with Diocesan Phase of Consultation 

 

Monday 18th  Feast of St Luke, Evangelist 

 

Thursday 28th Feast of Ss Simon & Jude, Apostles 

 

Sunday 31st   Transferred Solemnity of All Saints 

   (where a Holyday of Obligation falls on a Saturday or a  

Monday, it is transferred to the Sunday. This year, All Saints,  

1st November is a Monday) 



Weekday Scriptures for October 2021 

 
The weekday readings for this month fall into two halves: 

 

In the first half of October, we have an insight to a number of Prophets of the 

Old Testament: 

Baruch 

Jonah 

Malachi 

Joel 

 

Then for the rest of the month on weekdays, we listen to St Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans. 

 

In this final third of the Church’s Year, the Gospel on weekdays continues to be 

St Luke. 

 

 

And a little liturgical revision: 

 

A feria (or ordinary day without any other celebration) follows the pattern of 

readings as outlined above. 

 

A memorial (normal rank of saint) has prayers of its own but ordinarily keeps 

the readings of the weekday as for a Ferial day 

Although every memorial has readings of its own, these are only really used 

when a particular celebration has special significance for your church / country 

etc and is then raised to the rank of a Feast anyway. 

 

A Feast has readings of its own (First Reading, Psalm and Gospel) 

 

A Solemnity is the highest rank of Feast and has the outward signs of a Sunday 

Mass. It has its own readings: First Reading, Psalm, Second Reading and 

Gospel. 

 

 



The Synod of Bishops and the Diocesan Plan 

Every 3 years or so, a Synod of Bishops takes place in Rome. 

You can find out a little more about this in the Time to Reflect column for October on 

the St Chad’s Cathedral website. 

 

The next Synod of Bishops will now take place in Rome in 2023 and the topic of the 

Synod is Synodality: walking together, a pilgrim Church. Please take the time to learn 

more. It is really good! 

 

Pope Francis has asked that before the Bishops representing the countries of the world 

meet in 2023, the Church at all levels is engaged in the discussions on the theme, that 

every possible voice can be heard. The last Synod of Bishops focussed on Young People 

and Vocational Discernment and there was a great level of discernment and seeking 

the real views of young people to feed into that Synod. 

 

For more information about the 2023 Synod and the Diocesan stage of the discussion 

which begins in every Diocese of the world on Sunday 17th October 2021, please see 

this link: For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission - Catholic Bishops' 

Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

 

 

The involvement of as many voices as possible in the work of the Church and 

contemporary issues speaks also of the Diocesan Vision and Plan outlined by 

Archbishop Bernard earlier this year at Pentecost: Co-responsibility and Young People 

and Families at the heart of all that we do in the Church; and the four themes of the 

Diocesan Plan: Social Outreach, Liturgy and Worship, Formation and Evangelisation.  

Diocesan Vision, Unfolding God's Plan | Birmingham Diocesan Trust 

(birminghamdiocese.org.uk) 

 

 

Let us pray for the participation for as many people as possible, actively, in the life of 

the Church: a Church where all baptised children and adults have a part to play.  

 

As we emerge from the Covid 19 global pandemic, pray for an increase in the number 

of people who pray each day; who pray within the home; who gather in our churches 

and who take the Gospel Message out into the world by acts of solidarity with those 

most in need. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/synodal-church/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/synodal-church/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/pages/category/diocesan-vision-unfolding-gods-plan
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/pages/category/diocesan-vision-unfolding-gods-plan

